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MINUTES OF DISTRICT CONFERENCE 
HELD IN THE MUSIC HALL, STORE STRERT, TOTTENHAM COURT ROAD, ‘LONDON, “Y 
ON sUNDAY, MARCH 5, 1865. ee 


(Reported by Elders J. L. Barfoot and @. C. Ferguson.) 


Present on the Stand—Of the First. 
Presidency, Daniel H. Wells ; of the 
Presidency of the European Mission, 
Brigham Young, jun.; Elders Isaac 
Bullock, President of the London Dis- 
trict, E. F. Bird, President of the 
Southampton District, W.. 8.. 8. 
Willes, President of the Norwich Dis- 
trict, W. Willes, President of the 
Bristol District’; Presidents of Con- 
ferences, R. Pixton, George Sims, O, 
bane J. N. Beck; Travelli 

ers, ©. S. Kim F. O, 
J, Richards, B. W. Kies ns’ A. 
Pymm, E. I. Stocking, R. BL L. Par- 


ker, W. W. Raymond, M. Lyon, B. 
H. Tuff 8. Priday, J. L. Barfoot, 

eorge the 


Bullock briefly reported the 
of the London, Kent Basex. Con- 


ferences, as bei tisfactory. 
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They had been addressed by young 
men who were Prophets, and the sons 
of Prophets. True, they have come 
forth in weakness, but men would do 
well to give heed to their words, for 
they were the words of eternal life. 
He rejoiced in the prospects of things 
in this city, which was a world in 
itself. We are fishers of men, and 
are hunting after the Israel of God, 
-to aidin bringimg forth and establisb- 
ang the Work of the Lord, that the 
honest-in-heart may be blessed, and 
that we may prepare the way for the 
coming of the Son of God. The Gos- 
pel appeals to the intelligence of man, 
and he has to receive the truth through 
his understanding. Truth is mighty 
and will. prevail, but it will be by im- 
proving the mind. The Gospel takes 
truth, and presents it in such a way 
- that it may bless mankind. He could 
_ never understand the learned disqui- 
sitions and abstractions of theology, 
but he could understand the truth 
when freed from pious perversions ; 
for, truly they have perverted the 
word of God, and engrafted upon it 
the notions of men. He then showed 
that the authority of that Priesthood 
which is without beginning of days, 
or end of years, is restored, and that 
the operations of this Gospel extend 
behind the veil; that those who have 
gone before us, are co-operating with 
us in bringing to pass the restoration 
of all things, and that ‘‘ they without 
us cannot be made perfect.” The 
Gospel of Jesus Christ, which is now 
upon the earth, is not like the narrow 
schemes of men, bat broad and com- 
prehensive, full of charity, and ex- 
tending salvation to all men. He 
showed that in one sense men have to 
exalt themselves, that there is a spark 
of Deity in them which belongs to 
them, and which will, if rightly used, 
_ enable them to increase in intelligence. 
Men must use this intelligence; or 
they can never attain to the knowledge 
which Jesus possessed, who, it is said, 
descended below all things—the know- 
ledge which is necessary to redeem a 
world. He then exhorted all to be 
‘faithful to the truth, to seek for true 
intelligence, and to be humble if they 
receive it; not to be as some are, 
who, when they have received a little 
light, think have _Tregéived all. 
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It is a mistake to suppose ths mn 
mind is very capacious, but re 
slowly. Eternity is full of jam 


nee, and we do not receive alu 
any people have received such » 
intellipence, that they are blinds 
it ; aud because they have recindl 
little light, they feel as some dg 
have gazed upon the noon-day m 
Conference was then adjoumd 


2.30 
After singing and prayer, the Au 
rities were presented by Presial 
Wells, and unanimously sustaingdy 
the usual manner. 
lappy in being thus privilegd§ 
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was in their midst he first hean{ 
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eyes, and’ his’ experience had 
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ndent upon any man, and_ that 
the rivilege of being 
fellow workers with Jesus, if ‘we will : 
humbly and patiently submit to the 
process by which we will reach to per- 
fection. : 
President Brigham Young, jun., 
then said, I stand before you this 
afternoon, not knowing whether Iv 
may speak much or little, neither do 
I know what my subject may be, ‘only 
that I shall speak as I am dictated by 
the Spirit of the Lord. Our Father, 
speaking through his Prophets in 
these days, has said that this is not a 
time for long sermons, but a day of 
warning ; therefore, if I beara faithful 
testimony, I shall feel satisfied. My 
testimony is, that God has set up his 
kingdom, and I know it, and I can 
assure you that 1 feel it to be my 
duty to declare it whenever I have the 
opportunity. I also desire to streng- 
then those who have taken upon them 
the name of Christ, for my experience 
shows me we have need of comfort and 
encuuragement from each other, on 
account of the hatred of the world, 
and the trials and difficulties we have 
to encounter. Satan does not love 
the Saints, because they refuse to be 
led by him. But he leads the people 
of the world, and they do not know it. 
For eighteen hundred years they have, 
been led by an invisible power, to 
oppose all that Jesus sought to esta- 


let. us call on them to turn to God, as 
nothing else cam save. It is 
to get men look at'the Gospel im 
the fight wedo The Scriptures say, 
that God’s wisdom is as far» above 
man’s, as the heavens are above the 
earth. Then why do men deny the 
revelations of God? ‘Simply because 
they have submitted to the Adversary 
so long, that they cannot bear any 
thing opposed: to evil. Iftestimony 
would be agcepted by them,’ we have 
both testimony and revelations, that 
will be looked upon by future 


revelations of those who lived in for 
mer dispensations; and every Latte~ 
day Saint has an important mission, 
because if we live up to what we 
testify, our testimonies will have @ 
mighty influence for good, but if we 
are living con to the mind and 
will of God, our words will have but 
little effect. This is a work of trial. 
If we do all that is required at-our 
hands, we shall find it will exhaust all 
our time. We are far above the 
world, because we know; the. truth; 
but we must present it to them, for 
we are not favored above others with- 
out a reason. We have tht 
of obedience set by Jesus, Baptism 
was his first public, act,, and poaan . 
can receive a celestfal glory. but by 
this means. Many thou will. yet 
embrace this Gospel, and if we are 


blish when he was on the earth. Men, | God’s responsible servants, we. shall 


perhaps, would ask me for a proof of 

8. I answer, look around you, 
and see the awful state the world is 
in, and ask, what or who has brought 
it into this condition ? 
themselves to blame. Our Father 
Wishes us to be equal witb him, and 
placed us here on earth, to the: end 
that we might become “‘ heirs of God, 
and joint-heirs with Christ ;” but the 
sins and passions of men have made 
them descend to the condition they 
are In at the present time, a condition 
80 vile, that it seems impossible to 
bring them back to purity. Yet it id 
not impossible. You wha have be- 
lieved and obeyed this Gospel, have 
been gathered out» from the workd, 
and thousands upon thousands will 
yet be gathered. ‘There/are.around. 
“Ws many of the upright of the earth; 


d 


be held accountable fer Josing oppor 
tunities of testifying and doing good. 
lf we are living as we should do, we 
have the privilege of, being assisted by 


Men have ithe Spirit of God; but M, not, we are 


left to ourselyes, and when.the Adver- 
sary comes along, we cannot stand 
against him. -When we de right, we 
would not® part with, the truth for 
worlds, but next day some little thing 
comes along, and these who yesterday . 
seemed go streng, waver and deny the 
truth. If a time should come whem 
the people of God were; to all a 
ance, ruined, and the whele-Charch, 
so far as could be seen by human eye, 
was on’the point ef being, destroyed, 
we would feel very like, apostatizing, 
‘unless led by the spirit. of revelation. 
We will see the, time/when we.shall, 


if they but knew the pel, therefore 


so to speak, be brought sight up to 
‘wall, with no outlet or eneape, The 


“ 


rations, as of equal authority withthe _ 


a3 
£59: 
> 
| 
| 
| 
[ 
a | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
4 
| 
a4 
| 
~ 
- 
| 
| 

P 

4 
rw 
| 
“= 
| 
| 
| 
, 
| 
| 
| 
“4 

( 

} 

« 

a 

| 
alt 
¥ 


260 


world will rejoice as they have done 
before, but in a short time the truth 
will take another mighty stride and 
prevail. The kingdom of God will 
never be overcome, nor the seeds 
Jesus planted ever be rootedup. The 
Latter-day Saints will shortly take the 
lead both in religion and politics, 
then let us be diligent in ing testi- 
mony of the truth to all around us in 
Babylon, remembering that we our- 
selves should still have been ignorant 
if others had not declared it to us, 
and pointed out the way by which we 
could receive salvation and exalta- 
tion. 


WISDOM AND 


(To be continued.) at 


KNOWLEDGE. 


Elder Robert Pixton then bore tet. 
mony that God had restored the (x. 
pel for the last time, and communia. 
ted his mind and will unto 
whereby all who were faithful might 
be exalted in his kingdom. Hep 
joiced in the wide and comprebensin 
plan of salvation, and in the knoy. 
all the faithful Saints, an 
the illustrious com of P 
Patriarchs and A ttles of fone 

nsations, would stand together upm 

ount Zion, when the earth wan 
deemed, and that they would enj 
the favor of God through all eternity, 

Conference adjourned till 6.30 p.m 
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WISDOM AND 


KNOWLEDGE. 


BY ELDER GEORGE REYNOLDS. 


From the way in which many, peo- 
ple use the above words, a person 
only partially acquainted with the 
English language, might suppose they 
were synonyms, in other words, 
that they both expressed the same 
idea ; but a very little reflection will 
convince us tbat they are not of 
necessity inseparable companions, al- 
ways found together, while 
our experience in this world plainly 
manifests to us, that when personified 
in the actions of men, they are often 
widely separate, and that a learned 
man is not per force a wise man, or a 
wise man learned, any more than an 
honest man is always generous, or a 
brave man polished. 

The poor, untutored fishermen of 
Galilee, little as they were acquainted 
with the teachings of their mere 
learned brethren, were the wisest in 
their generation, and were considered 
by our Redeemer to be the most 
worthy of all men to be called to be 
the ministers of salvation to the hu- 
man family, while the Scribes and 
Pharisees, though so learned in the 
knowledge of their schools of theol 
—of the law and of the Prophets— 
were not wise enough to ize the 
sigas-of the times, and actually fought 
against the very things that would 


be their greatest good, and rejected that 
Being upon whom all their teaching 
were su to centre, and who wa 
the fulfilment of all their typical nts 
and ceremonies. Wisdom has bee 
defined as the using the best possible 
means to obtain the best possible end 
Now, if we can discover what is th 
best possible end to be obtained, am 
what are the best possible means¥ 
obtain it, then shall we be able # 
decide with ease, who is the wis 
man—his learning not affecting 
conclusion in any way. 

With all who believe in a hereafter, 
it is not very difficul: to decide wht 
is the best possible end. They wil 
universally assent to the propositidl 
that it is happiness here, and e¢ 
salvation in the world to come. 
when we descend to the discussie 
the means to be used to bring abo 
this much desired consummation, » 
is then that difficulties arise on ev 
hand, and we find men entirely * 
variance, and opposed to each otié 
in their ideas and opinions, as to ¥i# 
is best to secure this much-wished-!# 
object. True, the majority will sl 
that obedience to the laws of = 
Creator, is the first grand essentia 

rocure eternal life ; but what are 
ws of God that men are called up 


THE CAUSES OF APOSTACY. 


, is the question that immedi- 
presents “itself, and 


Vea which the world have never yet been 
Gos. sble to determine, so as to produce 
Dice. unity of _ and action, and consist- 
of conduct. 
ia With the Latter-day Saints the case 
Te diferent—they have no doubts as 
nsire to what are the requirements of Hea- 
nov. ven’s will. With them the revelations 
and of our heavenly Father are all-suffi- 
het cient for them, and their answer to 
dis the question of who is the wisest man, 
1poa would be—whatever his circumstances, 
5 Te whether panoplied with the power of 
n}oy many nations, or found a Lazarus 
uty. amongst his fellows; whether exalted 


asa teacherin the favored schools of 
science or of art, learned in more than 
Egyptian learning, or discovered 
spending an unnoticed, lowly life, far 
away from the seats of human, earthly 
wisdom, ignorant of its conflicting 
dogmas or its specious theories—it is 
he who guages the measure of his 
conduct by the will of his God, who 
accepts obedience to His revelations 
as the surest, straightest pathway to 
the celestial gate—it is he whose philo- 


Ts sophy teaches him to do good to all 
ris men, to live for eternity and by eter- 
tes nal laws, to receive the dispensations 
1 of Providence as the kindnesses of a 
ble loving, all-wise parent, and who makes 
id. the end of his existence here, unison 
be of action with the heavenly hosts, 
ad that the will of God may ‘* be done 


on earth as it is in heaven.” In such 
an one has wisdom its embodiment. 
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lows within, the 
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ed men of the world have, ~ 


taught the contrary lesson the 
course of their lives, that 
ledge is not wisdom. Many of the 


most astute philosophers, 
learned lawgivers, the sweetest poets, 
the most soul-stirring orators, have 


most — 


had so little true wisdom, that they | 


could not govern their own ona, 
and have died the death the de- 
bauchee or the drunkard, or haye — 
dragged out the balance of a miserable 
existence in eye and wretchedness, 
when the means of satiating their un- 
hallowed desires had fled beyond their 
reach. The experfence of every man 


will cite examples of this fact, as such — 


men are living in our midst, con- 
fronting us in every direction all the ~ 
time ; so also are examples of the un-* 
lettered poor, whose lives are typical 
of the purest, most exalted wisdom, 


who prove “‘her ways are ways of ~ 
pleasantness, and all her paths are © 
peace,” and who aim to unite heaven ~ 


and earth in one, and bring about the 
time when no man shall say to his” 
neighbor, Know ye the Lord, for all 

shall know him, from the least to the 


. If proof be wanted, let the results greatest. ! 

. THE CAUSES OF APOSTACY. 

: BY ELDER GEORGE SIMS. 

, € causes which lead to apos burst upon the mind, and their trans- 
necessarily be of a were loved and 
; rectly opposite in their nature, to | braced with joy, the, principleswere., 


those which led us to believe in the 
| revelations given in modern times. 

@ love of the principles that were 
| vanced, and the love of their pro- 
) mulgators, were our first inducements 
| me members of the Ohvrch. 


The truths ta 
oh 8 taught were contemplated 


drank in with pleasure, and the mind 
was filled with pleasing anticipations, 
of the enjoyment to be derived from, 
hearing other principles which would ; 
et be laid before us, The truth was. 
oved for the truth’s sake. . But,im 


, and they charmed us; they | 


the history of the backalider, a time. 
comes when it is leas loved, and.stter, 
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wards forsaken. There are many | 
things in life which illustrate the 

fickleness and vacillation of the affec- 

tions ; the toy that pleases for to-day, 

has no charms for tomorrow ; the 1n- 

vestigation of science, which now 

absorbs every energy and affection, 

after a while becomes no longer an 

ebject of interest. The affections, 

like our appetites, become depraved, 

und the choicest viands are regarded 

with contempt, not that the food has 
ehanged, but that the stomach has 
Jost its virtues. When we contem- 
piate the character of a great man, 

watch his virtues and nobility, we 
admire and revere him; but when we, 

through other circumstances, cease to 
investigate his character, or to read 
the history of his noble exploits and 
generous deeds, our affections for him 
narrowup. The exercise of looking 
at the beautiful increases admiration, 

but if other objects catch our eye, the 
first are forgotten, and the admiration 
declines. To become proficient in any 
art or science, requires the bending of 
our energies in that direction, and 
necessarily the neglecting of other 
arts or studies. At this particular 
period of man’s existence, his mind is 
too feeble to grasp and firmly hold too 
many things at one time. The theo- 
Jogian, unless a very powerful one, 
must needs give his paramount atten- 
tion to the laws of salvation, to be 
successful. <A tree grows by the dili- 
gence of its roots to extract nourish- 

ment from the soil, and the man grows 
m grace by his untiring efforts to draw 
the spiritual food that nourishes him, 

from the resources of heaven; the 
elements are to the tree, what the 
writings of holy men are to the mind. 

From the Holy Spirit, books and 
teachings, the mind extracts that 
nourishment which sustains the spiri- 
tual life. Our Savior was angry with 
the barren fig tree, because it had not 
done its duty; in like manner is the 
Lord angry with those who do not use 
the tendrils of the mind, in extract- 
ing virtues from the numerous sources 
he, has provided for it. Why do men 
apostatize? Because they are like 
men who refuse to eat the nourish- 
ment, that a beneficent Creator has 
provided for them. Whether he is 
wilfully wicked, or profoundly igno- | 
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round him to save him, to offer him 


rant, the results of his course are the 
same-+like the tree he dries up, be 
cause he will not drink. We may 
say the backslider has lost the Spint 
of the Lord, but that was his ow 
fault; the Spirit left him because he 
did not want its teachings, or his 
course was so obnoxious that, being 
outraged, it departed from him. We 
get that which we struggle or plead 
for. The Savior says, ‘‘ What doesa 
gift: profit a man, if he valneth it not!” 
The Lord says, he ‘‘ will give the holy 
Spirit to them that ask him,” but the 
backslider neither asks nor desires to 
have it, and were the gift forced upon 
him, he would spurn it. How many 
are there who through pride, refuse to 
accept presents from their best friends? 
Why does the backslider receive such 
cursings? He is poor and dried uD 
because he would not receive truth, 
light nor wisdom; he lays thiose 
curses on his own shoulders, he suffu- 
ses his cheeks with the blushes of his 
own shame, his soul is barren, because 
he slighted the fountains of living 
waters. Thousands pray for him, 
and thousands wish him well—the 
angels weep over him, and the unt- 
versal Father still holds out the lamp 
of truth to him. His friends gather 


the bread of life, to warn him of his 
danger, and let us hope that some day 
he may heed their warnings. 

Love is said to be blind, because it 
does not look after faults, and conse 
quently does not see them, and only 
looks at perfections through a mazni- 
fying glass. Hatred is just the re 
verse of love, looking out after m- 
perfections; and so it is with many 
who have joined the Church, having 
only a small share of affection for the 
truth and its expounders. Such per- 
sons watch out for errors, and find 
them in the characters of those who 
are not perfect, but are beginning to 
learn to be better. As they exercise 
the mind in discovering. weaknesses, 
it becomes strengthened in that un- 
worthy direction, until they have a 
cumulated before their eyes a pile 
composed of human weaknesses, aD 
truths Sunskilfully expounded, until 
they shrink from the creations of their 
own minds, and justify themselves for 
withdrawing. Apostates are to 
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“rors of those whom they once owned 
their brethren ; these they examine | 
nd gloat over like vultures, prenrs 
Borruption to purity. The mo 
bogey of this class are peculiar. 
orruptions may be in governments, 
at they do not attract their attention. 
The calendar of crime may swell to a 
ve that alarms others, but they heed 
: not. False doctrines, which are 
aught all over the world, pass on 
ithout their corrective teachings, 


lay Saints. The rich may oppress 
he poor, and the poor may rebel 
azainst the rich, but those things do 
not attract their indignation. Adul- 
terated food may be sold, hurtful 
nostrams vended, but they are silent 
upon these questions. The bleod of , 


HISTORY OF BRIGHAM) YOUNG: 
et with, who can only talk of the | sacrilegious atrocities in their varie- 


ties committed 2. 
sympathy for the sufferers, 
have been redressed. | 
canses of these feelings? Simply t 

such men love darkness ‘rather ad 
light, error rather than truth, Oppres- 


backslider, too, becomes ign ay 
bey see no evil but amongst Latter- | theology, the beanties that are outside | 


, but they evinee 


ey Feel that their wrongs should’. 
What are 


if 


sion rather than liberty. The lgtty’” 
truths of the Gospel cannot be come; 


prehended by ignorant minds, 
their worth and value estimated, The 


orant 


~ 


the compass of his narrow mind can- | 
not be spirituall 
and so his mental vision becoming dis- —~ 
torted, he cannot properly diserimi- 
nate betwixt the true and the false, — 
but, like a child, places as much valtte 7" 
,upon some worthless, glittering toy, 
the Prophets has been shed, and ‘as upon the bright diamond of truth. py 


discerned by him, 
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HISTORY | 


OF 
WILFORD WOODRUFF. 
[FROM HIS OWN PEN. ] 


Oct. 20.—In company with A. O. 
Smoot and Jesse Turpin, I started for 
Kirtland; this was the first time I 
had ever travelled on a steamboat. 
We left the steamer at Louisville, on 
the 28th, and spent nineteen days 
me Elder Smoot’s relations, and 

aching among the people ; we visi- 
ted the Big Lick. 
m Cincinnatti, Nov. 17th, where we 
saw thirteen persons "dead and 
wounded taken from the steamer 
Flora, which had burst. her ipes 
while running a race ; arrived in Kirt- 
land on the 25th, and had the happy 
Privilege of meeting the Prophet 


‘(Continued from page 248, ) 


GHAM YOUNG.) wot 


aol, 

mission in the south; Elder Smoot... 
also addressed the Saints. ‘e 


I was counselled by the Pre | 
to attend the school in the Tem _ 
taught by Professor Haws. I studied: 
the Latin language and English 
mar, and boarded with brother Ira; 
Bond. 
I attended meetings with the Seven~ss 
ties and other Quorums,’ during thei; 
winter of 1836-7, and received much» 
valuable instruction. 
Dec. 20, 1836.—L was tat the. 
organization of the Third Quoruz.of), 
the Seventies; there were twenty~ 
seven ordained. 
Jan. 3, 1837.—I was set apart to, 
be a member of the First Quorutmof 
—25.—At early candle light, a cloud 
began to arise in the north-east, 
reached to the north-west, having: the 


: 


J 
seph, and many Elders withwhom appearance of fire, and it soon spread. 


I was acquainted in th 
e Camp of Zion. 
~—29.—I heard Jose h preach in the 
speak, and read the 56th 
chap. of Isaiah, and made. some re-; 


over the whole horizon... The: 


which was covered with smow, 
a. bleed-red | 


marks, and gave an account of my 


ppearance.| . 
menced at about 6 end 


tion of: the clouds,.upom the 
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—29.—Presidents Joseph Smith and 
O. Cowdery addressed the Saints in 
the Temple. Joseph blessed the peo- 

le in the name of the Lord, and said, 
if we would be faithful, we should 
arise above our embarrassments, and 
be delivered from the hands of our 
enemies. | 

—30.—I w-ote an article on faith, 
which was published in the Messenger 
and Advocate. 

Feb. 19.—I attended meeting at the 
Temple. President Joseph Smith had 
been absent on business for the Church, 
but not half as long as Moses was in 
the mount away from Israel; yet 
many of the people in Kirtland, if 
they did not make a calf to worship, 
as did the Israelites, turned their 
hearts away from the Lord, and from 
his servant Joseph, and had engaged 
in speculation, and given way to 
false spirits, until they were darkened 
in their minds; and many were op- 
posed to Joseph Smith, and some 
wished to appoint David Whitmer to 
lead the Church in his stead. Inthe 
midst of this cloud of dark spirits, 
Joseph returned to Kirtland, and this 
morning arose in the stand. He ap- 
wes much depressed ; but soon the 
— of God rested upon him, and he 

dressed the assembly in great plain- 
ness for about three hours, and put 
his enemies to silence. When he arose 
he said, ‘‘T am still the President, 
Prophet, Seer, Revelator and Leader 
of the Church of Jesus Christ. God, 
and not man, has appointed and 
placed me in this position, and no man 
or set of men have power to remove 
me, or appoint another in my stead ; 
and those who undertake this, if they 
do not speedily repent, will burn their 
fingers and go to hell.” He reproved 
the ae ye sharply for their sins, dark- 
ness and unbelief. The power of God 
rested upon him, and bore testimony 
that his sayings were true. 

March 23rd was spent in'the Temple 
by the Saints in irtland, in fasting 
and prayer. Patriarch J oseph Smith, 
sen., presided. The Spirit of the 
Lord was poured out upon the people. 
A contribution was taken up for the 


April 4.—I received my washi 
and anointings in the + Ah of ‘the 


Lord. I spent the whole night in ‘the | 
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Temple, with others of the Seventies 
in prayer and fasting ; the Spirit of 
the Lord rested upon us. After 
twenty-four hours I partook of food. 
—6.—The Presidency of the Chu 

the Twelve Apostles, and other Quo. 
rums, met in solemn assembly, and 
sealed upon our heads our washing, 
se and blessings, with a loud 
shout of hosannah to God and the 
Lamb ; the Spirit of the Lord rested 
upon us, After spending three houn 
in the upper room, the Quorums re. 
paired to the lower court; the vails 
were lowered, and the ordinance of 
washing of feet was administered. 
Elder H. OC. Kimball washed my feet, 
and pronounced blessings upon me. . 
After this ordinance, the vails of the 
Temple were rolled up, and President 
Joseph Smith addressed the Elders for 
three hours, clothed with the Spirit 
and power of God. He unbosomed 
his feelings in the house of his friends, 
and gave much instruction. He urged 
upon us the absolute necessity of 
giving strict heed to his teachings and 
counsel, and the revelations of the 
Lord to the Church, and be wise in 
all things, that Zion and her stakes 
may be redeemed and established, no 
more to be thrown down. He said, 
that the kings of the earth would yet 
come to behold the glory of Zion, and 
that great and glorious blessings would 
be bestowed upon the Saints in the 
last days. Hyrum Smith bore testi 
mony, and was followed by Uliver 
Cowdery, who exhorted the Elders to 
keep within the bounds of their know- 
ledge, and let the mysteries of the 
kingdom alone, for the Gentiles had 
not a knowledge even of the fint 
principles of the Gospel.. He said, it 
is far better to preach what the people 
would call the small things of the 
kingdom, than to enter into the visions 
of Isaiah, Ezekiel and John. The 
Twelve broke bread, which was distr!- 
buted to the multitude, who eat 
were filled; thanks were returned, 
and the meeting closed at the setting 


of the sun. 

The house was again filled at candle 
light.. President Smith requested the 
Elders to s their feelings freely, 
and sing, exhort and pray, as the Spi 
rit should give utterance. The meer 
ing continued during the whole night; 
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, ifts were poured out 
ypon the people ; at break of day we 


so spent the night of the 7th in 
“ temp e, with several of the Elders, 
in prayer and praise before the Lord ; 
the Holy Ghost rested upon us, and 
the spirit of prophecy was given, and 
many things were shown by the holy 
Spirit. 
yer 9.—President Smith spoke in 
the afternoon, and said in the name 
of the Lord, that the judgments of 
God would rest upon those men who 
bad professed to be his friends, and 
friends of humanity, and in building 
up Kirtland, a stake of Zion, but had 
Miurned traitors to him, and the inter- 
ests of the kingdom of God, and-had 
given power into the hands of our 
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(To b¢ continued.) 


for which they 
feel the wrath of God. 
April 18, 1837.—I married "Phebe 


W. Carter, daughter of Eata and ~~ 
Sarah Carter, of Maine. 
The ceremony was performed at : 


house of President Joseph Smith, by’. 
Fred. G, Williams, Eeq.. The 
et Joseph appointed to marry bee. 
ut his life was sought by a mob, a 
he had to flee. 
—15.—I received my patriarchal blés- 


sing under the hands of the Patriarch, 

Joseph Smith, sen.; my wife having... 
received her patriarchal blessing pre-_.. 
viously. 
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SATURDAY, APRIL 29, 1865. 


PROGRESSIVE NATURE OF GOSPEL TRUTH—PRESENT , 
DUTIES OF THE SAINTS. 
Tae human mind is ever grasping and yearning after knowledge, 
bilities of receiving it appear to be unbounded, as it is never sati 
bas already been imparted to it, but still seems anxious to gain 
lions from all the natural and artificial. sources. which are open to ce 
When any new principle is presented to man, he longs for power.to,compre=; —4 


t 


ite ‘capa- 
with what. 
fresh acquisi- .. 


hend it fully and instantaneously, and envies those in whom the facultignat.. 
reflection and concentration seem so strongly and fully developed, as.to,enables 
them to take in at a glance what others might require days and éven yearn 


fully and properly 


understand. Knowing this weakness. of human, peters, 


‘Piritual teachers and pastors professed that the creeds they teachyere, 


Vested with the property of/simplicity, and that there, 
them an accompanying power, enabling theit devotees to learn all ,thatds Began: 
tite for them to know, whenever they come under the shadow, of, those. 
of which, according to, their 
“nstitutes the right and ‘title to’ eternal 
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Christ Jesus is presented to them, although devoid of all abstruse and mets. 
physical qualities, the principle upon which a perfect knowledge of it is to be 
gained, and the process by which its precepts operate upon the understanding 
and produce in man a reflex image of Deity, appear so entirely antagonistic 
to the commonly received notions of religion and piety, that they are apt to 
conclude that too much mental labor is requisite, and that they will embrace 
the creed which relieves them from the task of thought, of reflection and sup- 
plication, which would be entailed upon them were they to become adherents 
unto this progressive system. It was promised by .Jesus and his Apostles, and 
the promise is repeated by those following in his steps and holding his autho- 
rity to-day, that, through obedience to his Gospel, mankind would receive the 
Divine Spirit, the Comforter, which would lead them into a'l truth, and enable 
them to compreiend things past, present and to come. Looking at this 
cursorily, many have fancied that were the simple means by which this Spirit 
was to be conferred—namely, the imposition of hands, applied unto them, the 
floodgates of intelligence would be opened to them, the waters of life rush in, 
and the light of truth shine upon their dark and barren minds. Yet, if we 
begin to analyze the foundation upon which the Divine economy, either of 
nature, or providence, or redemption is predicated, we will perceive that this 
Gospel, with all its beauty and harmony, its admirable adaptation to the con- 
sti‘utional requirements of man, its provision for his spiritual longings and 
eternal progress, is based upon the principle of gradually increasing develop- 
ment, and that those who strive to gain the heights of truth and wisdom by 
any other means, will fall far short of ‘the ideal they have marked out for 
themselves. It does not appear to be so much by a positive as a negative pro- 
cess, that the moral nature of man is restored, and he becomes assimilated to 
the Divine image and character. It is not so much from his cultivation of 
pure and noble principles, as from jis constant endeavors to crush and subdue 
the evil passions reigning within him, that the process of development takes 
place. Whenever he has been enabled to accomplish a victory over some 
cherished desire, a living verdaat plant of truth and beauty springs in its stead. 
Its root is imbedded in the earth, so to speak ; he does not require to plant it 
there, it is indigenous to the soil, and when relieved from the weight or incu- 
bus that presses upon it, and seeks to destroy its vitality, it springs upwards, 
seeking to the source from whe ace it derived its life and being. The ‘inhe- 
rent depravity of human nature,” so much mourned over, and yet so much 
dandled and caressed by theologians and philosophers, vanishes when we 
understand, by the light of revelation, the plan of creation, the redemption of 
man, and all those sublime truths incorporated within the Gospel. We ul- 
derstand that ‘‘the heart is not deceitful above all things, and desperately 
wicked,” at least, that it was not so organized, but that through neglect, i0- 
difference and disobedience, the fountains of light and truth have become 
frozen and still, and that when the ‘‘Sun of righteousness rises with healing 
in his wings,” this spell-bound chrysalis, the mind of man, will wake gradually 
to life, unfold its hidden beauties, and try its new born strength, until ander 
the revivifying influence of the Spirit of God, it once more rejoices in the 
possession of its original powers and attributes. Yet this process, as we have 
said, like every other change in the universe, is accomplished slowly and 
gradually. Whether we look to animal or vegetable life, or to the changes 
that the material world has been subjected to; we find thi ified. 

J , we this truth exemplified. 
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the tiny, fragile child, first opening its eyes to the light of day, 
nbryotic faculties of Deity, yet how slow and imperceptible their growth and pct 
jvancement | - The seed is sown in the earth, and we have first the -Dladey 
hen the var, then the full corn in the The sun rises in, the: morming cs 
jimly, and obscured by vapors, but gradually the mists of night. are dispelled, 
at Jast it shines forth in all its magnificence and splendor. The..sea 
bs and fows, where once were fertile plains, and the. grey mountainskeep.«jj 
and ward where formerly the valleys smiled in beauty; and yet these 
anges were not accomplished in a single day ; if they had; death: end quimey 
ould have been the result; but moving on gradually through the, lapse, of<q 
res, they did not entail the death of a single insect. And so with the:develop- 3 
ment of the principles of the Gospel in the heart of man. Were their Divineny) 
bature and dazaling splendor to be presented to him at once, feeling himself, i; 
insignificant in comparison, he would be tempted to turn away, afraid.that;* 
41 exaltation was to him impossible ; or, should he continue to gaze, the light.» 
would appear as darkness, as when the natural eye gazes long, upon, the -sunja% 
he seems shorn of his brightness, and looks only a dark, uninteresting surface) « 
When the Gospel comes unto man, it produces no fervid excitement, MO OVER: .¢ 
straining of the passions or emotions, followed by @ natural. re-action,, termirsf 
nating in lethargy or enmity, It is a deep and abiding primeiple, and. becomesiy 
the guage by which all is tested, the touch-stone by which all is tried. {169% 
does not waken a false and transient emotion within the-breast; produced) 
simply by the atmosphere in which the man is placed, his emotional tempera-. | 
ture sinking as he goes into a colder atmosphere. There are certain minds, 99% 
which, like mirrors, reflect objects, but only when the object is passing before ...34 
them. Images of clouds, and trees and hills, are beautiful when reflected on saa 
the placid bosom of a sunny lake, but their beauty is destroyed by the ruffling 
of the first passing breeze. And so with the religion which comes to man,) S98 
sppealing to his passions and emotions. He weeps and bemoans his sins to-) 4 @ 
day, he rejoices in iniquity tomorrow ; this hour he is in raptares of biiastie 77 
next in the depths of despair ; and so, vacillating, dnstable ‘as’ water, Hetan®** 
excel, om sinks at last into grovelling sanctimony, or Pharisaical pride‘and 
As events develop around us, and circimstances require it, will ‘obf’ com> 
prehension of certain principles increase. We cannot understand “many parts’’ 
of the Gospel now, nor is it necéssary that we should, becuse’ we have’ not 
bees: placed in circumstances'that would favor their development. The great 
beauty of the plan of salvation éotisiste’ in this, that it opens up’ to the intelli-- 
sence of man, truths that are necessary ‘to’ fit him for the performaned of Wis’ a 
duties to-day, and that by his obedience t these, he prepares hid ‘mind forthe” Gag 
wore extended operations of the Spitit of God,’ until at Becomea® 
living embodiment and incarnation of good, ‘‘a vessel’ unto honor, ‘sinotified, 
n to suppose that by searching into the mysteries of godliness; 
*y will get nearer to their God. It is prineiplé/in astronomy, that 
a We go to the sun, the atmosphere becomes colder, the light leawbriitame” a8 
®might deem, that standing upon some lofty motntain) life and 
"ésetation would be around-us, whereas thete'is nothing bat’ 
“aren wastes ; but descend to the valley, snd there we find the 
ing, the streamlet flowing, life and gladness everywhere. "So 
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after truth. We do not mean by this to discountenance the progress of legiti- 


mate inquiry into those principles, the full possession of which are able to 
make us wise unto salvation, but what we would wish to enter our protest 
against, is. the undue searching after_principles that pertain not unto our pre- 
sent state, nor are applicable to our circumstances to-day, and the self- 
appointed censorship that sits in judgment upon the principles propounded by 
the Priesthood of God, and deems that in its own immaculate wisdom, it can 
find flaws and imperfections in the truths proclaimed by a Prophet and a Seer! 

The “‘ righteousness df God is revealed from faith to faith,” and it is only 
upon this principle that God ever reveals himself unto man, “line upon line, 
precept upon precept, here a little, and there a little.” The diligent discharge 
of present duty, is the best means of cultivating that Spirit hich will lead 
into all truth. There is no necessity for the Saints to puzzle themselves over 
the events that will occur far in the future, when they will become a nation of 
kings and priests. Each Saint can be a king to-day, and prove himself 
worthy of a crown of life, a priest to-day, and wear a robe richer than that of 
Pope or pontiff, even ‘‘ the righteousness of the Saints ;” and if so, the Gospel 
will take an abiding hold upon his life and actions. It will nerve him to the 


performance of great and noble deeds, and though its principles should dawn © 


but slowly upon his mental view, he will be able, at some future time, to say 
with the Apostle, ‘‘ We all with open face, beholding as in a glass the glory of 


the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by 
the Spirit of the Lord.” 


ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. 


NorrincHaM ConFeRENCcE.—Elder Jesse Y. Cherry; writing on the 11th 
inst., says :—‘‘I can truly say that I have been blessed since I left my bome, 
and that my mission, so far, has done me good. I find many good Saints in 
my travels, who are willing to do all that lies in their power to assist in build- 
ing up the kingdom of God, although poor as regards the riches of the world. 
We find it is generally the poor who receive the Gospel now, and this has been 
so in every age of the world. It was so in the days of Jesus. ‘It is easier,” 
said he, ‘for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich nan 
to enter into the kingdom of God ;’ and it is so at the present time. We find 
there are but few of the rich who care about us, or the doctrines we teach ; 
but on the other hand, they try to turn the minds of the people against us ; 
yet the time will come when they will wish they had listened to the teachings 
of the servants of God. I still feel like going on in the good work, putting my 
trust in God, and relying upon him for my support, that I may have his Spirit 
to be with me, be able to teach the principles of the Gospel, and warn men of 
the judgments that await them, if they do not repent of their sins, turn to 
God, and worship him aright in spirit and in truth.” | 

Conrerence.—Elder Francis latt, writing on the 19th inst., 
expresses the gratification he feels at being privileged to labor amongst the 
Saints in this country, and feels desirous so to act, as to merit the favor and 
approbation of God and his servants. . 
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GLAMORGAN a letter recived Elder 
Stokes, dated 14th inst., we learn that a Conference was held ead a 4 


|  ‘Tydfil‘on the 9th inst., at which were present, Elders W. D. Williams, Presi-: 
dent of the Welah District, W. 8S. Phillips, E. A.. Richards, John Evans, Wo) 
| S. Jones, D. M. Davies, John E. Hughes, David Rees, William Willismeand. am 
George Stokes. .The reports from the various Branches ee | is 4 
there being in many places good prospécts of an increase in nuuibers. ; 
meetings held throughout the day were excellent, the Spirit of "God being _ 
richly bestowed upon the brethren present, who gave many valuable instruc-» | 9 
tions in Welsh and English, and all felt to rejoice in the principles adyanced. ,  —& 
Kent Conrerexce.—Elder George Sims sends minutes of a Oenference 4 
held in Faversham on the 16th inst. There were present, Elders Isaac - 
Bullock, President of the London District, George Sims, President of the Kent” 
Confersnes; Ensign I. Stocking and R. H. L. Parker, Travelling Elders in the 
Conference. The Presidents of the various Branches reported thé Saints. . | 
under their watch-care as improving in good works, and striving:to havethé § ] 
Spirit of the Lord to direct them continually. -Elder Bullock spoke on the 
privileges enjoyed by the Saints in having, through their faithfulness, the 
revelations of heaven open to them. God was now separating the righteous © 
| from the wicked, and the time was fast approaching when the earth should . a 
burn as an oven, and the proud, and all who do-wickedly, should be burned. J 
| up. He also spoke on the prophecies, both of ancient and modern times, that | 


| were now being fulfilled, and exhorted the Saints to be faithful and obedient, : 

that they might receive the inheritance prepared for the tighteous. Elders 
| Stocking and Parker reported the condition of their fields of labor, and ¢x- - 
| pressed their wish to act, so as to be enabled to teach the people the way of 
| 

| 


life and salvation. During the day the Saints manifested every token’ of in- 
terest in the remarks made by the speakers, and their countenances plainly — 
expressed the joy they felt in the principles of the Gospel == ee 


CORRESPONDENCE.. 
AMERICA. | considerable” desire: I regret to hear 
Great Salt Lake City, ) | of the sickness of some of the Elders, 
Feb. 28, 1865. | but am gratified to know that they 
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news from you, that 
your letters ve been looked for with 
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judgments and calamities overtake 
them, which will undoubtedly be 
ured out upon the The 
rd’s word will be f ed respect- 
ing the wicked nations ; his purposes 
are hastening towards their accom- 
plishmént, and it behoves every one 
whe bears the Priesthood, to exert 
himself to make the message of salva- 
tion known, while there is an oppor- 
tunity, that all may be left without 
excuse. The Saints who are scattered 
abroad, should be warned by the si 
of the times, and be on the alert, that 
they be not overtaken by the evils 
which are coming upon Babylon. For 
great Babylon is ripening in iniquity ; 
the wickedness of the inhabitants of 
the earth causeth the earth to groan, 
and the sound thereof ascendeth unto 
heaven. The Lord’s indignation will 
not be stayed ; he will vex the people 
in his wrath, and smite them in his 
sore displeasure, and he will cleanse 
the heritage which he has promised 
unto his obedient and faithful child- 
ren, and truth and righteousness shall 
sweep the earth as with a flood, and 
prevail upon its face. Jesus will 
reign and sway an undisputed sceptre 
over the earth; but if the Saints 
would participate in all the blessings 
of this glorious and happy future, they 
must be humble and faithful, and 
diligently seek to obey every com- 
mandment which the Lord has given. 

Since I last wrote you, we have had 
very cold weather, and considerable 
snow has fallen. There is pretty good 
sleighing now, and there is but little 
prospect of milder weather for some 
time ahead. We are having the 
heaviest part of the winter now, and 
there has never been so much snow in 
the mountains, since we first settled 
here, as there is now. We shall be 
very fortunate -if we escape a flood 
this season. 

The necessary steps to organize the 
Deseret Irrigation and Navigation 
Canal Company, were taken under 
the general Incorporation Bill, and 
an election was held, at whith the 
‘a3 in the different precincts, voted 
or the tax deemed necessary to levy 
upon the land on the east side of 
Jordan, to build the canal, and also 
for the Board of Trustees chosen at 
the Mass Meeting of the citizens. 


| Meetings were held on Sunday, the 
19th inst., at Centreville, Bountiful 
and Farmington, at which myself, 
President Kimball, my brother Joseph, 
my’ sons Joseph A. and John W. 
| Elders John Taylor, Wilford Woodruff, 
George Q. Canfon, and several other 
Elders attended, and gave instructions — 


stormy, nevertheless the Saints turn 
out well. The previous day (Satur- 
day) we attended a party at Centre- 
ville. Brothers Geo. A. Smith, F. 
D. Richards, H. 8. Eldredge, John 
Van Cott, Joseph W. Young and M. 
B. Shipp, and some other Elders, 
have recently made a preaching tour 
south, as far as Sanpete valley, and 
have had crowded meetings wherever 
they have preached. 

The mails do not run regularly to 
and from the east yet. The telegraph 
wire has been destroyed for a number 
of miles, and we have been for some 
time without any telegrams until 
quite lately, when they have come in 
more regularly. 

Brother George Nebeker arrived 
here from the Sandwich Islands last 
week. He left there for the purpose 
of arranging his and brother Ham- 
mond’s business, and to take the 
families back. When he left, they 
had not completed a purchase fora 
place ; but the prospects were so favor- 
able, that they thought it safe for one 
to return and report, and take on the 
families. Before brother Nebeker 
reached here, I received a tel 
from brother Hammond, at San Fran- 
cisco, informing me that he had closed 


6,500 acres of land on the island of 
Oahu—the island on which the capital 
is situated—for which he would have 
to .pay $14,000, the entire cost ; 

to be paid ten weeks from the 
time of purchase, $3000 by the Ist of 
July, and the remaining $6000 in two 
years. There were 600 head of cattle, 
500 head of sheep, 2560 goats, 20 
horses, one large farm house furnished, 
five native houses furnished, five acres 
of cotton, which was doing @ell, and 
some other improvements, which were 
on the land, and all of which were in- 


are acquainted with the place, say it is 


to the people. .The weather was very | 


a bargain for a plantation containing © 


cluded in the sale. The brethren who | 
the best place on that island, and — 
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takén at wll—and 
money, which I advance them to help 


-of that 


‘thinks it a, goo 
bargain. . Brother Nebeker and he‘ 
take the place on their own responsi- 
bility—-such Heing my wish, if it-were 
agree to refund the 


m to make the first payment. | 

rother Hammond telegraphs that he 
expected to. have 100 acres of cotton 
planted by the Ist of March, and bro- 
ther Alma L. Smith and ‘Benjamin | 
Cluff were left in charge; until he and 
brother Nebeker returned. There 
were seventy of the native Saints 
already living on the land; they will 
form a sn Boon for the gathering. 
How long the brethren will be suffered 
to remain there, to pursue their opera- 


tions in peace, is: question ; but they | City 


may be undisturbed sufficiently long, 
to give them an opportnnity to save a 
small remnant of those who belong to | 
the Church, or of their children, from 
that extinction which seems to be 
impending over the nation, and from 
which the Saints cannot escape by. 
gathering to this continent—the' laws 
ingdom prohibiting emigra- 
tion in effect. 

To celebrate the important victories 
achieved by the armies of the Union, 
in the capture of Charleston and other 
prominent. places in the South, and 
also tne inauguration of Mr. Lincoln 


OF 


as President for the second time, a 


from-among ‘the folks on 
«sand for ant oraton 
an e the. necessary steps 
grand demonstration in, 


ond for t the purpose. “He was in 
that they could have -the City. 


Hall lot or the Tabernacle, and’ that 
the citizens here generally would then be 
able to participate in the rejoicing om the 
occasion, which it was their inténtion 
de. The City, Council met, and 
ranged proceedings for the celebration. 
An orator will be appointed by the 
Ceuncil. 

My health has not been very g 
for « fortnight past; I have suffered 
from cold, but am now improving. . 
Brother Heber’s health. is now about 
as it was when I last wrote: “Accept” 
my love, in which President. Kimball . 

raying that the ma re- 
serve uphold you in 


labors, and enable you to accomplish : 
} the duties devolving upon you, in 


such a manner as to advance the in- 
terests of the work of our God, I re- 
main your mapa ever, 

RIGHAM Youue. 


SUMMARY 


OF NEWS. 


America.—Great and decisive battles have taken in in 


the fall and evacuation of Petersbu 
the Confederate forces under Gene 


and Richmond, and the breaking.up of . 
Lee. The operations before Petersb 


resulted in the seizure by the Federals of a point on the rail, whith was 
notwithstanding a desperate ¢ffort onthe ‘part of Lee to regain 

Still there remained in perfect communication a short line, connecting Lynch. 
burg with Petersburg, and consequently with Richmond. The possession of this 


was ed by 
29th 
but on the Saturday following the real 


renewed on Sunday, the Confederates were eterabuig was . 
abandoned by Lee, who escaped westward with the remnant of his army bythe — 


both armies as the ke 
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only road still open to retreat ; and Richmond, deserted ‘and half dismantled, 


was entered on the Monday by a négro division under General Weitzel." The - 


losses were heavy on both sides. army pursned Lee’s, and 
severe battles have since been fo gin, e defeat of Lee, 
Peace negotiations are said to be pen bral 
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